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The MODERATOR: 


REASONS 


AGAINST THE 


Peerage-BI LL. 


| Examined, and Anſwered. 


HE MoDpEtrxATOR coming forth with all 
ADA ; — the Appearance of Impartiality, tho* with 
N Ei all the real and determined Zeal poſſible for 

ee Side of the great Queſtion now in Agi- 


tation; it is worth while to conlider the 
principal Points he has laid before the World. 


His fr/t Difficulty, propos d in his Anſwer to the firſt Ar- 
gu ment for the Bill (p.7.) is this, That the preſent Mini- 
ers may be ſuſpected of having ſome few. Jobs in view; 
from their making a Number of Lords at once, by this very 
Bill now propoſed, which is declared to be deſigned to pre- 
vent making any ſuch N ambers for particular. Jobs 


I am jealous of Miniſters, as well as E. But 1 will tell him 


a few Reaſons, why 1 cannot give into his Suſpicion up- 
on 


py 7 
on this particular Occaſion. The firlt is, Becauſe if They 
had had any ſuch Bye-End in view, they could have com- 
paſs'd it as well without this Bill, as with it; and have been as, 
free from Clamours and Reproaches, as They are upon the: 
preſent Occaſion. The Power in the Crows being untouched, 
They could, in this Time, in which They have had Influence, 
have introduced ſeveral Lords well choſen for their purpoſe. 
The Number of Lords made ſince the Aing's Acceſſion, not. 
being at all to be placed to their Account, but their Predeceſ- 
fors ; They were free to begin their own- Account ; and by- 
this Time might have had a ſteady and ſecure Majority, if 
this Author will be ſo hard as to imagine, that the preſent 
Majority it ſelf is ready, near to a Man, to ſtand by Them: 
in Particular and Unjuſtifiable Jobs. For without the Sup- 
poſition of the preſent Majority — thus generally deter- 
mined ; the Addition of a Number will do but little Service; 
and with it, the Addition of a very few will make all ſecure. 
And the Adaztion of a very few would not look either da- 
ring or criminal, in Thoſe who have not yet added more 
than one Lord to the Number They found. And this Con- 
ſideration alſo is ſome Argument of no ſuch vile Deſigns. 
now in view, becaufe the Mznifters have never ſhewn any 
Diſpoſition to uſe the Power They have, for the Increaſe - 
of the Number of Lords. And it is not juſt to ſuſpect 
Thoſe, who have given no ground for Suſpicion in this Point; 
whatever their other Faults may have been. Another Rea- 
ſon is, That the Succeſs of the Bil now on foot will nor 
more help them in any ſuch Deſign, than their Influence: 
for the Addition of more Lords, without it. Perhaps not 
ſo much. For, in the preſent Propoſal, the Fifteen New- 

Lords cannot be made choice of, folely with a View to 3 | 
particular Jobs; but, if with any private View, tothe paſ- 
ſing this Bill, and to the preventing ſome Evils, particu- 
larly in Scotland. The Miniſters can't avoid pitching up- 
on ſome of the principal Families there, even whillt —— 

NOW, 
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know, or ſuſpett them, not to be thoroughly inclined to 
Themſelves. And, as for the Other Lords to be added, it 
has generally been ſaid, that the Choice of I hem is not fo 
much for future Jobs, as for the 28 Job of carrying this 
Bill : which certainly is the moſt probable Imputation that 
this Occaſion furniſhes. But now, could not any other 
Particular Jobs be better ſerv'd, even without this Bill; When 
the Miniſters might make uſe of their Power, and fix upon 
Proper Perſons, without any other View, but That of theſe 
ſuppoſed Jobs, to which alone They might accommodate 
their Promotions; according to a Famous Precedent? 


This Author indeed ſays, that a late Flagrant Inſtance of 
making Twelve Lords for a particular Job, having been uni- 
verſally diſapproved of, will be ſo ſar from being a Prece- 
dent for what may be done, that it will be a ſtanding Proof 
of what may not be done, (Ib.) When ſo ingenious a Writer 
can advance this, it is a very great and /fanaing . Proof that 
He was at a Loſs for a better Anſwer to give. For how a 
Precedent, which is long ago paſt, and acquieſced in, with- 
our any publick judicial Mark, either of Puniſhmeat or Diſ- 
grace, ſhould be any ſort of Argument that a Thing wil nor 
be done again, which has been done once with Succeſs; and 
this by Men who are ſuppoſed to have Jobs and wicked De- 
ſigns in View; ſurpaſſes my Underſtanding. For let us ſup- 
poſe the worſt, that theſe Evil Miniſters ſhould have made 
'a Number of Lords for a Job, without this Bill; and ſhould 
be impeach'd for it: What have They to fear ? Their own 
preſent Friends in the Houſe of Lords, who are ſuppoſed to 
be their Fix*d Friends, and to ſtand by Them even in their 
particular Jobs, will acquit Them. The Additional Lords 
will, for their own fakes, join in this. And the Noble Lord 
who made the Precedent, and has already defended it in 
the Houſe, will join his Strength, and bring in his Number 
to juſtify Others in "what will for ever juſtify Himſelf. 
| B | Since 
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Since therefore, They have little to fear, from making 
a e of Lordi, ſuppoſigg. Them to have particular 
Bad Views; it is not very reaſonable to Suſpect chem- of 
theſe Bad Viems, merely for doing That in 2 difficult and 
extraordinary Method, which They could as effectually aud 
as ſecurely do, by ſtrengthening 1 hemſelves by degrees in a 
more common and eaſy Method; or by doing it all at once 
ina Way, for which They have already a Precedent; which 
none will ſtick at, who do not ſtick at ſuch Jobs as make 
it Neceſſary. 5 x 


Neither 1s it any more generous, than it is reaſonable, to 
fuppoſe that, amidit the mutual Diviſions amongſt the Scotch 
| themſelves, They ſhould all be {till ready to Une to do 7 
for Minifters; or that the Majority of the Lone, which now 
appears on their ſide, would not greatly diminiſh, enough 
to carry Votes againſt Them, upon any ſuch occaſion. And. 
yet without theſe Two unreaſonable Suppoſitions, the 
Fifteen New Lords to be added, can never be ſuppoſed 
to make a Certain Majority for Unjuſtifiable Js. 


But, what ought to be accounted a very ſufficient An. 

| fwer to this Dithculty in the account of the Mopex ator, 

| is, That He himſelf is pleas d to. repreſent the Miniſters, 
| (P. 9.) as perſuading the King againſt increaſing the Num- 
ber of Pers; whilit He is, in other Places, inſinuating 

Evil D us engaging Them to increaſe them. For if this 

latter be 4 7% I-fauation ,, (which certainly may lie e- 

qually againit ail Miaiſters ) then it is very. fruitleſs and 

incoc ſiſtent to talk ef Minſſters doing what it is next to im- 

poſſible to conceive them to do. And if the Mop ERA TON 

has no Remedy, for this Increaſing Evil, but the . Moutrats- 

o of Miniſters, He mult either let go his Inſinuations of 

Teri tbl: Deſigns,” or ſet down id deſpair of a. Cure. And 2 

that H. Uümtelt ſees and knows the Remed) He here pro- 
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poſes is a Mock-Remedy," is plain from chis propoſing a 
Scheme afterwards, for an At of Parliamm to come in, 

to the Aid of the Miniſters. 7 $103? sal 10 

: | (> 946 * * 

To the 2d Argument for the Bill, (p. 8.) He does indeed 

give ſo ſhort and wide an Anſwer, that it ſrems not to 
belong to it. He reckons Thirty One' Lords wo be added, 
when, in truth, There can be no more ſuppoſed than Fifreen. 
He paſſes entirely over that part of the Argument, which 
is the Principal, and relates to the keeping (Property in the 
Commons and their Electors, ſtill. For He well knows that 
Nine of theſe Fifteen being already Lords in Sctolend; and 
Si at moſt being to be taken from the Britiſh Commoners ;, 
the Bi does not remove much Property out of the 
Hands of the Commons; and therefore, does not at all in 
this Reſpect deſerve his Cenſure, of doing the very thing 
it pretends to prevent; or his Compariſon taken from a 
Man's running into a Fire, to prevent bis being burnt, There 
are Fifteen added indeed by the Bill. But I have ſheun 
that Fhey might be added without it, and that there would 
not now need ſuch a 5%, had it been the View of the 
Miniſters to have got a Number of Lords ready for any 
private End of their own; or had: the prefenc Increaſe of 
the Hoaſe been. their Main Aim in this propoſal. Of his 
Scheme to. perſmade Kings not to make Lords,” which is 
his Sovereign Remedy, for preventing ch Commoners from: 
leaving their Station, I have ſaid engugh ; if any thing, 
needs to be ſaid, after once mentioning, it. i ba? 
F | | i "FF. en 0: l 
As to his Anſwer to the Third Argument whicti relates to 
the Scorch part of the Bill; Heracknowledges that Private 
Perſons ouglit to ſubmit to ſome Hardſhips, tor the ſake of 
Publict Good. So that then the Queſtion will be, whether the: 
Public Good does not weight on tlie Side at: this pat ef the: 
5 Bill. is Fears about Dilcenzents: * been: 
5 et ten 
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beiter placed bnmhe ot her Side, according to the Beſt Judges ; 
ſuppobing noc, Seat in Parliament granted to Thoſe 
of the Soc Nobility, who have Claims quickly to be tried, 
the unavoidable denial of whichC/azms muſt cauſe a very great 
Flame borh- in Friends and Enemies ; and is likely to be e 
ſteemed a muschi greater Indignity and Breach of the Union, 
12 Point Which Was ſo eſſential to it, that without the Supo- 
ſition of the Juſtice of ſuch Claims, there had not been One Vote 
tor this Union it ſelf in Scotlaud. He needs be in no Concern 
about the Sixteen Scotch Lords. They ſeem very eaſy and 
ready to meet their Neighbours and Brethren in their own 
Country, without any Fear of much Reproach. They know 
how many Perſons of the greateſt Conſequence will be pleas'd 
with their Action, in compariſon of Others; and They ſeem 
to think They ſhould have been falſe to the Honour and Good 
of their Country, had They acted any other Part than what 
They have now acted: Scveral of them having reſol ved 
never to return more to Parlament upon the diſhonourable 
Foot of Election. 


His Fourth Argument, (p. 13.) was never made an Argument 
for the Bill, till He himſelf made it one; to ſhew that He is 
far from the Spirit of a True Mop EKA TOR, or a Diſinte- 
reſted Perſon. The Iuclination of the Lords towards the Bill, 
is no Argument, to be ſure, to a Commoner ; but ought to 
awaken Him, and engage his Attention. But if this Iaclina- 
tion be founded only upon the Value of every ſingle Peerage, 
and is of no Prejudice to the Commons, as ſuch ; then it ought 
not to be made an Argument againſt it, Juſt as the Iaclina- 
tion of the Commons for keeping the Vumber of Parliamen- 
tary Boroughs limited, ought-not to be any Argument to the 
Lords for deſiring or preſſing an Increaſe of them. | 


I now come to the Main Part of the Mop ERA TOR s 
Deſign, which was to propoſe a Scheme to remedy the Evil 
pre- 
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| ded to be remedied by this Bill; as effectually, and 
without the:Inconveniences of the greſent Propoſal, And that 
is, as He expreſſes it, (p. 15:) Ibat No Lord {all Vote in 
* the Upper Houſe, within Two or Three Years after his he- 
„ coming a Member of jt.” I will now mention a Reaſon 
or Two, which, at firſt ſight, ſeem very powerful againſt this 
Propoſal. : One is, what follows immediately in his own, Per- 
formance, © This, ſays He, would, in all probability, put a 
« ſtop to the increaſing the Number of Peers, ſince Men of 
Active Spirits, and conſpicuous for their Parliamentary A- 
< blilities, whoſe Requeſts to the Crown look moſt like De- 
„ mands, would hardly care to be placed for ſo long a Time 
in a State of Inaction.“ To which, He preſeatly ac, 
« That this would likewife leave the Prerqgat ive of mak. ng 
Peers entire to the Crown.” A very ſurprizing Method ot 
leaving a Prerogative entire, to clog it with a Condition, Which, 
in his own Opinion, would prevent its being exerciſed upon 
Thoſe, upon whom alone, or at leaſt chiefly, it ought to be 
exerciſed! Ho. widely do I, and the Mop ER AT Ox, dif- 
fer upon this Occaſion? I would have the Peerage ſomething 
ſo valuable, that it ſhould be thought by the moſt Merito- 
rious Commoner, ſomething worth merit ing and He would 
have it in ſuch a Condition, that None of bis Brother. Cum 
moners ſhould think it worth accepting, but Men of Unactide 
Spirits, and Low Abilities. I. wiſh to ſee the Peerage ſo cir- 
cumſtantiated, that the Crows may be even, as it were, con- 
fined to Men of couſpicuous Merit, in its Promotions: and 
- He wiſhes: to confine its Choice to Men of the Meaneſt Abi- 
- lities, and the loweft Genius. So that here are Two Rea- 
ſons againſt his own Scheme, furniſhed by Himſelf. The fir 
is, That a Peerage, upon his Project, will not be worth che 
Acceptance of a Man of Great Merit. The Second is, That 
the Crown will therefore be Forced, upon many Occaſions, to 
make the Houſe of Lords overflow with Dad Spirits, and 
Want of Merit. Thus does the Mop EN AT OR cenſult ww 
| C Honou, 
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Honour of the Commons, by leaving the Beſ of them, with- 
out any Reaſon, to accept of a Feerage; and the Dignity of 
the Crom, by confining its Honours to Thoſe who don't de- 
ferve them. If the Commons can be content with ſuch a 
Sehn me, which takes from the Beſt of them all Inclination to a 
Peerage; This alone will remove all their O6j-& ons againſt 
the p eſent Bill, founded upon the Few Vacancies it will leave 
for the Reward of the Merit of Commoners, For this Scheme 
leaves None, that Merit will have any Inclination to fill. The 
Croma is but ill complimented by it. The Houſe of Lords is 
favour'd by it with the Honour of all Gez/aves below this 
Aa'hor's Deſcription. And the Houſe of Commons will, in a 
very diſagreeable way, be forced to keep all its De, Me- 


i i If 
it Within its own Doors. 


But I muſt not forget another 0% tian to this Scheme, 
which Every other Hyiter againſt the preſent Bill, except 
the Moder aATOR, will preſently make. For it is evident, 
that the hie, Objection They all make is taken from ſup- 
poſed Differences between the Two Hes, in which Cafe 
the Croma wilt not be able to put an Ead to them, by crea- 
ting a Number of Lorde, Now the Moose RATORA's Pro- 
poſal will leave this Diſficulty juſt where the B does, This 
fetal Incan ven encè is not at all remedied by Lords made without 
a Power of voting: And therefore, the very Principal Ob. 
jection againſt the BA it ſelf, les as ſtrongly againſt the 
MoDEerATOR'S Scheme, If I might have l:ave to make 
uſe of the Mob ER aTor's way of Fninking, to perſwade 


the Others, I Would argue That ſiace, according to the Mo- 


D ER ATOR, it is highly Neceſſary that the Power of making 
Lords, for a pariiculir Occalion, ſhould be taken away; and 
ſince this cannot be done without taking away the Power 
of determining Differences between tne {wo Holes, by the 
Force of a Number of New Creations; it is certiinly better 
that this lat - Accidental Inconvenieace {hould be leſt to o- 
| . ther 
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ther Remedies; rather than an Evil, big with. the moſt 
certain and ſatal Evil Conſequences, ſhould be effectually 
presented. 1 00 N 33 5 0 E | 


I heard what was ſaid in the Houſe, by the Noble Lord, 

mentioned by the Moo ERATOR. He did indeed declare 
that the Main End in hi, View, was to preſerve the Li- 
berty of the Votes of that Honourable Houſe, But yet, 1 ſhall 
not at all wonder, if That Noble Lord ſhould find himſelf 
Diſpoſed to make thoſe Allowances on the part of Scor- 
land, which might make every thing the more eaſy there; 
and not at all diſpoſed toaccept. of the Moptxk aTor's Pro- 
poſal, inſtead of the preſent, for theſe Reaſons: Becauſe 
it does not anſwer certainly even that One Exd, the Noble 
Lord declared to be in his View ; unleſs you can ſuppoſe 
it impeſ/ible for Evil Miniſters to chuſe Excellent Tools two 
Years before they can work with Them; or to pick out 
Meg of Implicit Faith, who may be ready at a Minute's 
Warning for any thing: Becauſe this Propoſal is hard up- 
on the Commons, for whom that Noble Lord all along expreſs'd 
the higheſt regard; abſolutely diſcouraging, according to 
the Propoſer himſelf, all Men of Great Alilities from thinking 
of I hat, which they now think of, as their Reward: Be- 
cauſe it will fill the Houſe. of - Lords with Thoſe only 
who are no Honour to any Houſe: And hecauſe it will 
be ſo far from leaving the Prerozative of the Crown Eatire, 
that it will leave it no Sabjetts, to exerciſe its Favour up- 
on, but ſuch as it ought not to be exercis'd upon. 
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The MortrAaToOR ends, as he began, with an Inſiaua- 
tion of Ends the Miutſters are aſhamed to own, and which 
yet do pot appcar. This ſhews that Satire is eafter than 
Argument, and lays Him open to this obvious Reflection, 
That He, wio, inſtead of Reaſon againſt a BY propoſed in 
Parliament, has recourle to Perſonal Refirons, and Iaſinua- 

ö Don. 
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00s, Lage ve, World rifatly ro "ik, Ter We Arg 
te ran mote Rrongiy 4painft Hitn than File is willing to 
own: And again, That it cannot be a ge ood Argument a. 
gainſt a Hs \ hat the Propoſers have Bud dae C1] we 
1775 find fe out; eſpecially when 'tlieſe ſuppoſed 
De ſigns a are ſuch as might be card” on without this Bill; 
404 are up at all certain of OL after the paſſing it. 
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